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WHAT THE HOLIDAYS MEAN TO ME

our managing editor’s picks

GINGER CORDIAL 
16 ounces $8.99 belvoirfruitfarms.com

by Eileen Solis Rogers  
Christmas-time is my favorite time of year. Family traditions 
that I grew up with continue to be celebrated by my family 
today.  My birthday is December 3rd, and my mom has made 
it a tradition to have our Christmas tree up by then. We have 
carried on that tradition in my family, only the pressure is on 
me to have the tree up in time for my birthday, of course with 
the help of Mac, my husband and my girls Bettina and Nina!  
It is a wonderful tradition as it sets the mood for our entire 
family to enjoy the merriment of the season.

To me, Christmas is a season of generosity and love as we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. Generosity comes in many 
forms, not just sharing material blessings, but being generous 
with your time, talent, smiles, hugs, prayers, and patience.  
Gift-giving is particularly a challenge for me as I tend to think 
that everyone on my list already has everything they need.  
This inspires me to roll up my sleeves and get busy in the 
kitchen to bake date-and-nut bars (another family tradition).   
Individually wrapped in hand-cut and frilled parchment paper, 
this tradition has my family coming home to the familiar aro-
ma of brown sugar goodness. My gift of my time well spent 
in the kitchen, meticulously tending to each piece, is the love 
I enjoy sharing during this season. 

Attending a Christmas Eve 
church service with my family 
has become a tradition I em-
brace to this day.  It just wouldn’t 
be “Christmas” in our household 
without this tradition. Food is a 
big part of the festivities, and our 
menu reflects our Filipino herit-
age as well as a sprinkling of 
new favorites. We celebrate with 
an abundance of rich and caloric 
food leaving us all guilt-laden at 
the end of the day!

I believe the abundance of grace and chaos before and after 
Christmas is what makes this a special time. When laundry is 
ignored in favor of an invitation to see a Christmas play, when 
the last 20 minutes before guests arrive is spent cleaning and 
fluffing due to baking that took place the night before, and 
when the last gift-wrapping takes place while on a bathroom 
break because Uncle Ralph’s gift was inadvertently given to 
a favorite teacher, it is amazing how seamless things seem to 
transition from elegant to chaos in just a matter of minutes. 
But that is all what the holidays mean to me and I love every 
minute of it!  Have a blessed Merry Christmas!

2015 HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

PASSION OLIVE OIL CURD
$12 craftsman-wolves.com

2011 CAMBIUM SEQUOIA GROVE
$125 sequoiagrove.com

http://belvoirfruitfarms.com
http://craftsman-wolves.com
http://sequoiagrove.com


MONOGRAMMED CARVING BOARD
$80 williams-sonoma.com

SAN FRANCISCO BALLET ‘NUTCRACKER’ 
$72-498 sfballet.org

MATCHA SKINCARE SET
$70 

etsy.com/shop/matchaskin.com
10% discount using 

coupon code GEVMAG

CUSTOM CUPCAKES 
IN 30+ FLAVORS 

$4.50 (each) 
jennscupcakesandparties.com

$10 discount on $50 custom 
orders for GEV readers
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STAR FROM AFAR 
$34.95 starfromafar.com

MUGUETTE RENEE 
EAU DE COLOGNE 
2 ounces $35 
etsy.com/shop/muguetterenee‘OH CHRISTMAS TREE’ CANDLE

75-hour burn time $30 
etsy.com/shop/muguetterenee
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